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A BRIEF 


RELATION 


OF THE 


STATE 
New England. 


HONOURED SIR, 


Have received yours, wherein you deſire me to. give you 2 
Brief Account of the paſt and preſent State of New Eng- 
land, which in as few words as I can, and as ſtraits of 
time will permit me, I ſhall endeayour your SatisfaCti- 
on in. - 

New England contains that Traft of Land which is between 
forty and fortv five Degrees of Northern Latitude ; It was for 
ſome time known by the name of the Northern» Plantation ; but 
King Charles the Firſt {then Prince of Wales) gave it the name of 
New England. 

The firſt ſettlem-.nt of the Engliſh there, was in the year 1620, 
viz. at New Plymonth. 

New England differs from other Foreign Plantations, in reſpeCt 
of the Grounds and Moriyes,inducing the Firſt Planters to remove 
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into that American Deſert ; other Plantations were built upon 
_Worldly.Intereſts, New England upon that which is purely Reli- 
gious ;. for although they did, and do agxzee (as is evident from 
theif Printed Confeſſion of Faith) with all other Prorefane Re- 
formed Churches ; and more eſpecially with England, in Matters of 
Doftrin, and in all Fundamental Points of Faith; yet as to the 
Liturgy, Ceremonies, and Church-Government by Biſhops, they: 
were, and are Nontonformiſts : It was grievous to them to think 
of living in continual difference with their Proteſtant Brethren 
in -Englandy upon which-account they reſolved on a peaceable 
SECESSION into a coruer of the World ; and being deſirous to 
be under the ProteCtion of England, about twenty worthy Gentlc- 
men obtz3ined a Charter from King Charles the Firſt, bearing date 
from the year 1628., which giveth them Right to the Soil, for they 
hold their Titles of Lands, as of the Mannor of Eaſt-Greenwich in 
Kent, 2ndin Common SOCAGE+:, which, notwithſtanding, they 
purchaſed their Lands of the Indians, who were the Native Pro- 
prietors : By their mentioned Charter, they are Empower'd to 
Elect. yearly their own Governor, and Depucy-Governor., and 
Magiſtrates, as here in London, and in other Towns Corpo- 
rate, the Freemen cinſe their Lord Mayors, Mayors, Aldermen, 
Cc | 
They have alſo Power to make ſuch Laws, as ſhall be moſt pro- 
per and ſuitable for the Plantation: Neverthelels, as an acknow- 
ledgment of their dependance on England, by their Charters, they 
-are oblig<d not to meke any Laws, which ſhall be repugnant to 
the Laws in Englard. x 

Alſo, the fifth part of all Oar, of Gold or Silver, fonnd in that 
Territory, belongs to the Crown of England. 

The Report of this Charter, did encourage many very de- 
ſerving perſons to Tranſplant themſelves , and their Families, in- 
to New England; Gentlemen of Ancient.and Worſhipful Families, 
and-Miniſters of: the Goſpel, then of -great fame here in Englan!, 
Tradeſmen, Artificers, and. Planters, tro the Number of aboyt 
four thouſand did in twelve years time go thither. 

The hazards they run, and the difficulties which they en- 
countred with , in ſubduing a Wilderneſs, cannot be ealily ex- 
preſt- in a latge Tract : But the Almighty God, by a wonder- 


fulProvideaee, carried them through all. 
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'* In theyear 1637, they were in imminent danger of being cut 
off by the barbarous Heathen z but when it came to a War, 
mighty numbers of the Indians were flain, by a few of the Eng- 
liſh, which cauſed a terror of God to fall upon the Heathen round 
about ; fo that after the Pequsd Indians were ſubdued ,- there 
was peace in the Land for forty eight years together ; and being 
ſetled und<cr a good ard eaſje Government, the Plantation in- 
creaſed, and proſpered wonderfully ; yea, fo as cannot be pa- 
rallelled in any Hiſtory : never was place brought to ſuch a Con- 
ſiderableneſs in ſo ſhort atime; that which was, not long fince,a 
howling Wilderneſs, in few years time, became a pleaſant Land, 
wherein was abundance of all things meet for Soul and Body, 
which can be :mputed to nothing elſe, but to their Religion, 
the Goſpel bringing a fulaeſs of BlI:ſNi1gs along with it : Some 
have obſerved, that lince the year 1640, more Perſons have re- 
moved out of New England, than have gone thither. Never- 
theleſs, the four thouſand, who did, between that and the 
year 1620, tranſplant themſelves into New England, are i9 mar- 
yelouſly incrcaſed , as that, if the Computation fail not, 
they are now become . more than Two hundred thoutand 
Sauls. 
There are Towns and Villages, on the Sca-Coaſts, from Long 
Iſland .to Boſton, which is Three hundred Engliſh Miles, and 
the like from B»/i9z to Pemmaquid, which is I'wo- hundred Miles 
more. 
In the year 1662, Concit/cot Colony, as alſo Real Tima, with 
the Plantations thereunto belonging, had Charters granred ro 
them by King. Charles the Second, being much of the ſame Te 
nor with the Patent of the A1{[:chrſerts, wheredy theſe Cov 
lonies were made diſtint Government; 

In the year 1675, the Indians began a ſecond War with the _ 
Engliſh ; the Iſſyge of which was, chat whole Nations of than 
were deſtroy*d. 

Never did men ſhew greater Courage and Bravery in their En- 
counters with the Barbarous Heathen, than they did. Although 
it muſt be acknowledged that the Indians advantages were ſuc, 
as they could not have-been overcome, if God had not fought a- 
gainſt them, by ſending the Evil Arrows of Famine, and Mortal 


Diſeaſes among them, I have often thought of an Expreſſion-of 
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an Indian there : We could eaſily be too hard for the Engliſh, but (ſaid 
bo! ſtriking on his Breaſt) The Engliſhmens God makes us afraid 
fre, 

As long as they enjoyed their firſt Government, no Enemies 
could ſtand before them ; but lince that they have not been able 
to ſubdue an hundred Indians, who did the laſt year commit ſome 
outrages among them,having been (as Iam credibly informed )de- 
lignedly provoked thereuuto by ſome Injuries done unto them 
by thole then in Power , who intended the Ruine of the Eng- 
_ and Advancement of the French Intereſt in that Terri- 

ory. ' 

As for your Enquiry, By what means they came to be deprived of 
their Charters, Rights and Liberties ; pleaſe to urderſtand, rhat in 
the year 1683, a Quo Warrarto was iſſued out againſt them, and 
with the Notificat: jn thereof by the then King's Order there was 2 
Declaration publiſhed, enjoyning thoſe few particular Perſons men- 
Lioned in the Quo Warrarnto,to make their defence at their own per- 
ticular Charge, without any help by a publick Stock: By this it was 
ealie to ſee that ſome Perſons were reſoly?d to have the Charters 
condemned, quo jure quaque injuria : Nevertheleſs, the Governor 
and Company appointed an Attorney to appear, and anſwer to 
the Quo Warrante, in the Court of King's Bench. 

The Proſecutors not being able to make any thing of it there, 
a new Suit was Commenced by a Scire facias, in the High Courc 
of Chancery. 

But tho they had not ſufficient tim: given them to make their 
Defence, yet Judgment was entred againſt them for Default in 
not appearing ; when it was impoſſible, conſidering the remote 
diſtance of New England from Weftminſter-hall, that they ſhould 
appear in the time allowed. 

Thus illegally was the Charter of the Maſſachuſets Colony 
wrelted from them: as for the Colonies of Plymouth, Conetticor , 
and Road I7and, there was never any Judgment againſt them , 
nor any Surrender; but by a mere Rape, in the year 1636, 
their Charters and Priviledges were violently . taken from 
them. 

Since that time the Country hath mightily declined, and gone 
to Tuin daily , not being now like the place 1t was Five Years 


ago, which is not much to be wondred at, conſidering the Intol- 
lerable 
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lerable Oppreſſions they have been Labouring under, fince their 
Charters were Raviſhed from them, 

In the Year 1686. Si» Edmond Andros, was ſent by the late _ 
King James to New England; with a Commiſſion abſolutely de- 
ſtruCtive to the fundameatals of the Exg{:/p Government, Impow- 
ering him with Four more ( none of them choſen by the People ) 
toLevy Money, and make Laws, nay, and in caſe of 'War in the 
Plantations to- ſend as many of the Inhabitants as be would, two 
Thouſand Miles out of the Country: This Commiſſion being 
Illegal and ſo in it ſelf void, the People not being able to Conti- 
nue longer under thoſe Oppreſſions, did this laſt Spring aſſert 
their Engliſh Liberties,Righrs and Priviledges, and Unanimouſly 
Declare for the Prince of Orange, and the Parliament of England. 

And it is greatly to be obſervey, that as l»ng as New England 
enjoyed their Charters for more than Fifty Years tegether, they 
never put the Crown of Engl.ind to a Peany Charge ; which is 
more than can be ſaid of any other Forreign Plantations depen- 
dant on England. | 

But fince they have been under a Government not by Charters, 
but by Commiſſion, the Country hath been Chargeable , and leſs 
Beneficial to the Kings Revenue than in former times. 

It hath indeed been objected,that in New England they did many 
Years a go Tranſgreſs the Att of Navigation, But the Traſgrefli- 
on of ſome few particular Perſons ought not ty be charged as the 
fault of the Government there, whodid in the Year 1663, make 
a Law that the Act of Navigation ſhould be Strictly obſerved , 
and their Governours are Swora to ſee that Law Executed, and 
have to the uttermoſt of their power been careful therein. 

Many other Things have been ſuggeſted againſt New England, 

he moſt of which having no footſteps of Truth in them, but be- 
ing the Malicious Inventions of the Tobi;ahs and Sanballats of the 
Age, are not worth mentioning. 

Not but the People there being but Men,have had their failings 
as well as other Men in all places of the World. The only thing 
( fo far as I can learn) which can with any Coluor of Truth be 
juſtly reflected on them as a great fault, is that in ſome matters 
relating to Conſcience and difference of opinion , they have been 
more rigid and ſeyere than the Primitive Chriſtians or the Goſpel 
doth allow of, 
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Yet this is to be ſaid in their behalf, that things are reported 
worle than indeed they were, and that now many Leading Men, 
and the generality of the People are of a more'moderate Tem- 
Per. , 

[ know many that have a great Intereſt there, do abhor the 
Spirit of Perſecution as much as any Men in the World. 
_ Ir iscertainly for the Intereſt of England, that New England be 
Incouraged ; and preſerved in all their Rights, Priviledges and 
Properties, and thoſe ill Men who have given or ſhall give 
contrary advice (notwithſtanding all their vain -pretences to the 
contrary) have and will prejudice the Intereſt of the Crown more 
than they are, or ever were, or can be able to make amends for : 
which I evince by the Arguments following. A 


I. The Kings Revenue, all things conſidered, is as much or more 
avgmented by New England, than by any other of the Foreign 
Plantations, This will ſeem to ſome a ſtrange Aſſertion: But con- 
lider what I ſay, and then judge if it be not true. 

The other American Plantations cannot well ſubſfilt without New 
Ergland; which is by a Thouſand Leagues nezrer to them than 
either England, or Ireland ;, ſo that they are ſupplied with 
Proviſions, Beef, Pork , Meal, Fiſh, &c. And alſo with the 
Lumber Trade, Deal-Boards , Pipe-Staves, &c. chiefly from 
New England. 

Alſo the Carribbe Iſlands have theire Horſes 'from thence. It 
is then in a greater part by means of NewEngland that the other 
Plantations are made proſperous and beneficialz, they pay Cuſtoms 
in the Plantations for the Goods they Export from thence into 
New England, and when thoſe Goods are brought into England, 
* they pay the ſame again the Second time, by which means not 
a little is contributed to the Crown. 

Some Manufactures there are amongſt them, but not a Twenti- 
eth part of what the Country hath need of , or is conſumed 
there , moſt of their Cloathing as to Woollen and Linnen, all 
ſorts of Upholſtery Wares, Haberdaſhers and Silk Wares,Stuffs, 
Silks, &c. they have from England; and make returns in Plate, 


Pieces of Eight, Beaver, Mooſe and Deer Skins, Oyl, and - 


Iron, all which. but the Bullion, the Country affords. 


Alſo by Sugars and Tobacco, Indico,and indeed all the _—_ 
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of the other Plantationg which with their own Veſſels they 
fetch and tranſport to England. 

11. 1 know not whether in-the World there be a better place 
for ſhipping, nor can I fay how many, ( but many hundreds _ 
there are.) hundreds of Veſlels of their own building do be- 
long to the Cour:try, ( beſides great Numbers built and fold 
into England, ) for they yearly build many good Ships, ſome 
of which for Loder, *and other places in England. 

The Country abounds with Pine-Trees, Excellent Cedars, 
and Oak for building of Ships, and Ship-Maſts in abundance 
by thoſe that are proper Judges, the beſt in the World, and 


' come yearly from thence for the Uſe of the King's Ships. 


And it hath been affirmed by knowing Men in Navigation 
and Building, that whenever the King of England pleaſes, he 
may in New pr e's on ſuch eaſie Rates as is ſcarce imaginable, 
build Navies of Ships: There being no better Timber in the 
World, and in ſuch quantities- as are inexhauſtible, and in 
ſuch convenient Places, as if God and Nature had adapted 
theſe vaſt Timbers for the ſaid uſe; which is worth confide- 
ration, for that Timber is generally wanting in England, and 
in Ireland; what is, is too far from Waters and Places fit for 
Carriage, and the Eaſt-Land Oak is ſpungy and unfit. 

II. The Engliſh born in Aew England, have the true inhe- 
rent Spirit of the 0/4, apt and fit for Martial Employs; and 
as an addition to their Natural Courage and Sobriety, are 
well inſtruted in Martial Diſcipline. 


All the Inhabitants from ſixteen to ſixty Years in each Town, 
are by the Law and conſtant Cuſtom of the Country to bear 
_ if occaſion ſhall require, and that they may be fit ſo . 
to do, 

They have in each Town and Village their Training-days, 
eight Times every Year, wherein they are exerciſed in Military 
Diſcipline, that ſo they may be expert in War, on all -occa- 
ſions, for their own Defence, and Service of their Prince ; 
who will find wheneyer he ſhall pleaſe for to command, and 
commiſhonate them, that they are able ( by the Bleſſing of 
God) to ſecure and enlarge his Dominions, and to bug 
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their French Neighbours into an intite Sabje&tion to the Crown 
of England. | * 03 | 


_And from this Conſideration it was, that the French Mi- 


niſters, ( who all the World knows had a mighty Aſcendent 


over White- Hall, in the Two Late Kings Reigns ) ceaſed not 


in their Negotiations, until amongſt other Articles agreed on; 
One was, that in Caſe of a War betwixt England and France, 
there ſhall be a Neutrality in the Plantations : They wiſely 
foreſceing, that if the King of England, ſhould arm and com- 
miſſion his Subjets in New England, the Frenchmen in thoſe 
parts could not ſtand before them. 

In the Time of 'the Late Proteftor Cromwel, they did by 
order from England, take ſeveral Forts from the French, which 
by King Charles the Second were reſtored to them again ; no 
ways tothe Honour or Intereſt of the Engliſh Nation. 

And it's hoped, His Majeſty and the High Court of Parlia- 
ment, will put that value upon New England, as ſo vaſt a 
Tradt of Land and Body of People deſerve from 'a Govern- 
men on which they depend, and are fo great and uſeful a 
Member, as they have manifeſted themſelves to be: And that 
in ſo Eminent a manner as calls for Proteftion, Encourage- 
ment, and Reſtauration to all their Rights, Priviledges and 
Proprieties, and what Additions more, as in His Majeſty great 
Wiſdom, ſhall be thought fir for his Service, the Proteſtant 
Religion and the good of that People ; who on the 18h. of 
April, 168g. Unanimouſly roſe in Arms, and after having ſei- 
zed upon their Illegal Governour, and the reſt of their Op- 
preſlors ; declared for the Pritice of Orange, and the Parlia- 
ment of England, the Proteſtant Religion and their Ancignt 
Conſtitution, and to this day do keep the Country for our 
Preſent Sovereigns, King Wilkam and Queen Mary, againſt 
King Lewis, and the Abdicated King Fames, waiting His Ma- 
jeſties Commands, ©&c. 


Which Declaration is in the words following : 


| E do therefore ſeize upon the Perſons of thoſe 
few Ill Men, which have ( been next = 0un 
us ) 
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fins. the Grand Authors of our Miſcries, reſolving to 


fecure them, for what Fuſtice, Orders from his Highneſs, 


with the Engliſh Parliament ſhall direft, leſt, &re we are 
aware, we find ( what we may fear, being on all ſides un 
danger) our ſelves to be by them given away to 4 Foreign 
Power, before' ſach Orders can reach unto as; for which 
Orders we now humbly wait ; in the mean time firmly be- 
lieving, that we have endeavoured nothing but what meer 
Duty to God and our Country calls ju at own hands: We 
commit onr Emnterprize to the Bleſſing of him, who hears 
the Cry of the oppreſſed, and adviſe all our Neigh- 
bours for whom we have thus ventured our ſelves, to joyn 
with us in Prayers, and all juſt Aitions for the Defence 
of the Land. 


The twelfth Article of New England is the Key of the 
New World America ; if the French King had got it into his 
Poſſeſſion, he might ſoon have made bimſelf Maſter of Ame- 
rica, and this in all Probability would have been done this 
Summer, if the New Englanders in and about Boſton, pene- 
trating into the, Deſigns carrying on, had not riſen as one Man, 
ard ſeized Sir -E, A. (whois as of a French Extra@, fo in the 
French Intereſts ; being ſent to New England by the Late King 
Fames, with an Illegal and Arbitrary Commiſſion ) and thoſe-ill 
Men who joyned with him in his Tyranny. 

All men do acknowledge, that thoſe brave Souls whom God 
hath ſo wonderfully aſliſted, and ſpirited to preſerve London- 
Derry, ( and perhaps thereby to ſave all /re/and ) by ſecuring 
it, and declaring for King Wiliam and Queen Mary, deſerve 
great Favour and ProteCtion from the Goyernment. 

And the ſame muſt be acknowledged due unto the People 
of New England, and more eſpecially, when.it is conſidered of 
what Value and Conſequence to England, New England is, and 
that they ſo early as it were, reſcued the Country out of the 
hands of the French, even before they knew the Prince of 
Orange was King of England, and that at a Time when they 
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knew no more, than that His Highnefs was landed in Eng- 
Land, with a delign to endeavour thedelivering the Kingdotn, 
and the Churches of God from Popery, Slavery and Arbitrary 
Power, which as they lookt upon as an Heroick and Glorious 
Undertaking ; ſo they alfo accounted it their Duty to embark 
themſelves in the ſame Cauſe; though they knew not what the 
Iſſue of ſo mighty a Work would be ; which hath cauſed ſome 
Perſons of no Mean Figure to fay, 

Theſe People deſerve His Majefties and the Nations Reſpeft, 
Countenance, and Speedy Reſtitution of all their Rights, and to be en- 
abled by His Majeſties "Commiſſions to proſecute the War againſt 
France in America, which they are capable to do without any con- 
ſiderable Charge to the Government. 

And indeed New England, hath upon the beſt Accounts which 
-can be mentioned, out-done all America. 

For there they have eretted an Univerſity, which began in the 
year 1642, wherein things are managed, pro more Academia- 
rum in Anglia : Several Perſons of more than ordinary Learn- 
ing ; yea, and many ſcores of able Miniſters, of the Goſpel, 
have there had their Education. 

There by the Statutes of the Colledge, none is to be admitted, 
before he can write Latin in a pure Style,and tranſlate any or- 
dinary Greek Author. : 

It is cuſtomary with them, every Morning in the Colledge- 
Hall, to read a Chapter out of the Hebrew Bible, and at Night 
a Chapter out of the Greek Original. 

The Tutors there inſtruCt their Pupils in Logick, Natural 
and Moral Philoſophy, Methphyſicks, Geography, Aſtronomy, Arith- 
metick,, Geometry, &c. and the Learned Men there have a cor- 
reſponding communication with other Learned Men in divers 
Parts of the World, where the Reformed Religion is profeſſed, 
and by them highly reverenced for their Learning and Sobrie- 
ty z an Inſtance of which appears by 'the following Letter, 
written by the Eminent Mr. Kick, to the Queen's Majeſty that 
_ is, in February laſt, by way of Supplication for New Eng- 
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To Her Royal Highneſs the Princeſs of 
Orange, &c. 


May it pleaſe your Royal Highneſs, 
HE great aud good God, who * th foretold: us i 
ll the Scriptures, that x preat and wonderful Delive- 
rance ſhall be wrought for his Church in the latter days, 
when the Mountain of Zion ſhall be exalted in the top of 
the Mountains, ſeemeth to have deſigned to min. wſe of His 
Highneſs the Prence of Orange, and Tour Roya! Highneſs, 
4s Lframcirs in that glorious Deliverance : Having ab- 
ready done ſuch marvelloas things in England by His Bj h- 
meſs, in order to that great Work ; inſomuch, that the Eyes 
of all the Proteſtant Churches, and People of God,are this day 
towards His Hip hneſs, and Your Royal Highneſs, as Inflru- 
ments in God's Hand for the further carrying on of the De- 
liverdnce of his Church, from the cruel Sufferings and Op- 
preſſions it is under in moſt parts of World. For which 
reaſon I have taken the boldneſs to become Tour. Royal 
Highneſſes humble Remembrancer, on the behalf of the Peo- 
ple, and Church of God in New England : Who abut Se- 
venty years finge forſook their own Native Country , and- 
went into that howling Wilderneſs, that they might enjoy 
the Liberty of their Conſciences in the Worſhip of God, They 
are 4 People indeed not much taken notice of , yet a People 
by «nd for whom God hath done great things, and by whoſe 
aſſiſtance the Engliſh Colonies and Plantations iw Ameri- 
ca, 4ud the Welt-India Iſlands may be much profited ; aud. 
#n caſe of War with France, many of the French Colonies, 
in thoſe parts, may be reduced to the. Obedience and Intereſt" 
of the Engliſh Nation. They have erefted a Univerſity a: 
 mongſt them, that hath produced very many able —_ 
0. 
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.who have been very Inſtrumental in the Converſion of many, 
of the Indians, to the Chriſtias Faith,' having for the oor- 
rherance of that good Work, Tranſlated the Bible into the 
Indian Tongue 

Their Confeſſion of Faith and Church- Diſcipline, I have 
wane bold to preſent ti Tour Royal Highneſs, that you may 
' fee they are Orthoaox, This People had: a Patent 7 ayjed 

zhem by Kjng James, to chooſe their own Governors, and to 
make their, own Laws, (not repugnant to the Laws of Eng- 
' land) whit Patent was Ratified to them by Kjng Charles 
the Firſt and Second,and ſo contineed. watil the late ill Mode 
of Quo Warranto's came vp}, 4nd that they had one ſent 
to them about their Patent. For the defendin (4 which , 
they ſtood a Tryal at Weſtminfter-hall, and aft the King ; 
but the King cauſed it to be brought to a Review, and by 
Stratagems uſed then in;ſuch like Caſes, forced a Tudo ment 
arcias the ſaid Patent ;' and thereupon took away all their 
Priviledges, and Impoſed a Governor, and uew Laws upon 
them,which they exceedingly much groan under. And although 
i am ſatisfied, that ſo ſoon as they ſhall come to heay of the 
_ and wonderful things that God hath done in England 
»y His Highneſs, for the Reſtoring of Charters and Pri. 
viledees, they will then Adareſs themſelves to Tour High- 
meſſes, ſecking the Reſtoration of theirs , yet in re- 
gard they are ſo many thouſand Miles diſtant, it will be long 
ere it come to their knowleage,. 

Therefore I have adventured on their behalf (having had 
4 Correſpondency with the ſaid People many years, and know- 
ing how much they will ſuffer, if their new Governor be not 
ſpeedily removed) to grue Your Royal Highneſs the trouble 
of theſe Lines, praying to God that He will pleaſe fo mIve 
your Heart to take the Firſt opportunity to help them ta the 
Reſtoration of their Ancient Patent, Priviledges and Li- 

berties : That they and all the Churches of God may have rea» 


ſon 
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1t's above forty five years ſince, that tr 


*. (uy) 


ſon to own His Highneſs, und Tour Royal Highneſs," as Hes- 
"ters of their Breaches, and Reftorers of Paths to dwell in: And 
Fo rejoyce in the Goodnefs of God in fulfilling that Promiſe, of 

e 


making Kings to be Nurling Fathers, 4v4 Queens 70 


Nurſing Mothers to his Charch. I humbly beg your Royal 


Hig hneſſes Pardon for the trouble of theſe Lines, and take 
leave to ſubſcribe" my ſelf,” 1 


e<GREAT MAD AM, 
Your Royal Highnefles 
Moſt Obedient and 


Moſt humble Servant | 


he Firſt of Fe> 
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Nay, I will be bold to ſay, that New England hath out-done 
the whole World ; for among the Indians, who a while ſince. 
were mere Heathens, there- are not only many Congregations 
of them, who are converted to the. Chriſtian Faith, and the 
Proteſtant (which is the only True) Religion : Bur no leſs than 
Four and twenty of thoſe Heathens, are now not only Chriſti- 


'ans, butPreachers of the Goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, And I-chak 


lenge the whole World to produce me the like Inſtance,.as more 
fully appears by the following Relation, abſtrater out: of a 
Letter written about two years ſince from Boſton, by the Re- 
verend Mr. Mather, Preſident of the College there, at the re- 
veſt, and unto the famous Dr. John Leuſden, Hebrew FrofeF- 
r in the Univerſity of Urrichr, and fince tranſlated into d- 
vers Languages in New Englaud, The whole Bible hath been 
tranſlated into the Indian Language, = there 2}ſo printed: 
y 


pious and godly Mani, 
Mr. Jobn Ellcor, Miniſter of the Church at Reckohorough (@ Mie 


Ffrom-Bofton) being warm'd with a Compaſſionate and Hbvly Zeal 
for the Converſion of the Americans, tet himſelf to learn the 
In: 


- | » 
(16:) 

Indian Tongue, e, that he mighf\the- more eaGly, and ſucceſs 
apen to them the Myſteties of the Goſpel; og- account of whi 
he. hath been (not undefervedly) called the ApoHtle of the Amy- 
rican Indians. This Reverend Perſon was he that, with indefa- 
tigable Labour and Study, tranſlated the whole Bible into the 
Indian Tongue, and alfo ſeveral Engliſh Treatifes of Pratti- 
cal Divinity and Catechiſms. | 

About Twenty eight years ſince he gathered a Church of 
Converted Indians, in a Town called Natick, Theſe poor In- 
dians were brought to ſuch.a ſenſe of God and Religion, that 
They confeſſed their Sins with Tears, and profeſſed their Faith 
in Chriſt ;. and afterwards they and. their Children were Bap- 
tized, and they were Solemnly joyned together in a Church- 
Covenant: And Mr, ElLot was the firſt that Adminiſtred the 
Lords Supper to them. The Miniſter of that Church is now an 
Indian named Daniel, 
Beſides this Church at Natick, among our Inhabitants 
in the Maſſachuſets Colony, there are Four dia» Afſemblies ; 
where the Name of the True God, and Jeſus Chriſt, is ſolemnly 
called upon. And theſe Four Aſſemblies have American Preach- 
ers: Mr. Ekot formerly Preached to them once in Fourteen 
Days; but- now being Weakned with his Labours, and in the 
Eighty Sixth Year of bis. Age , doth not Preach to them more 


thanonce in Two _ 


About Fifty Miley from Boſton is another Church conſiſting 
only of Converted Indians; in an Indian Town, called Mar- 
ſhipparg , the firſt Miniſter of which was an Engliſhman , who 
being skilful in the American Language, Preached the Goſpel to 
them in their own Tongue ; but this Miniſter is lately Dead, 
and they now have an Indian Preacher. 

There are beſides that , Five Afſemblies of Indians profeſſing 
the Name of Chriſt , not fardiſtant from Marſhippang , which 
have Indian Preachers, and alſo are Preached unto in their own 
Language once. every weak by Mr. John Cotton, Son of the 
Famous. Mr. Fohn Cotter, ſomtimes Miniſter of the Church at 
Boſton, In Plymwth Colony of the Inhabitants of Saroxet there 
is 2' great Congregation of thoſe who for diftintions ſake, 
are called Praying Ipdians; Becauſe they Pray to God in _ 

, ot 
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Not far from a Promontory called Cape Cod, 'are Six Aſſem- 
blies of Heathens who are to be reckoned as Catechument ; 
amongſt whom are Six Indian Preachers. Mr. Samael Treat 
Miniſter of a Church at Eaft Ham, Preacheth to theſe Congre- 
gations intheir own Language, 

There are amongſt the [ſlanders of 1antucket , a Church, 
with a Miniſter who was lately a Heathen,ard ſeveral meetings 
of Catechunenm, who are ioſtrufted by the Converted Indians. 

In the 'Iflind of Martha, which is about Twenty Two 
Miles long, are two American Churches planted, which are 
more Famous than the reſt, for that over one of them preſides 
an Ancicnt Indian Miniſter, called Hiacooms : Fobn Hiacooms, 
Son of the ſaid Indian Miniſter, alſo Preaches the Goſpel to his 
Contrymen in Church: in that place /ob»n Tockinoſh, 
a Conyerted Indian Teaches, 

In theſe Churches Ruling Elders of the Indians are joyned to 
the Miniſters: Toe Miniſters werechoſen by thePec; ic,and when 
they had Failted and Prayed, Mr. Ellrorr and Mr. Cotton laid 
their hands on them, fo that they were tole::inly Ordained., 

All the Congregations of the Converted Indians, ( the Cate- 
chumeni and thoſe that are in Church-Order) every Lords 
Day meet together , the Miniſter always beginning with 
Prayer, and without a Form, becauſe from the heart ; when 
the Ruler of the Aſſembly hath ended his P1a er, the whole 
Cogregation of Indians, praile God with Singing ; in which 
many of them are excelling. After the Pſalm, he that Preaches 
reads a place of Scripture, and Expounnds it, gathers Do- 
rins from ir, proves them by Scripture and reatfons, and in- 


/ fers uſe from them after the manner of the Engliſh , of whom 
they have been taught : Then another Prayer to God in the 


Name of Chriſt concludes the whole Service, in which man- 
ner they meet twice every Lord's Day; they obſerve no Holy 
Days,but the Lord's Day,except upon ſome extraordinary ccca- 
ſion ; and then they ſolemnly fet apart whole-Days, either in gi- 
ving thanks,or faſting and praying with great fervor of Mind. 
Before the Engliſh came into theſe Parts , theſe Barbarous 
Nations were altogether ignorant of the true God ; hence it 
is, that in their Prayers and Sermons, they uſe Enyliſh. Words 


and Terms. '$: He « 


(18) 
He that calls upon the moſt Holy Name of God, fays, 

Fehovah, or God, or Lord; and alſo they have Learned, and 

borrowed many other Theological Phraſes from the Engliſh. 

There are fix Churches of Baptized Indians in New En; land, 
and eighteen Aſſemblies of Catechumeni, profeſſing the Name 
of Chrilt. 

Of the Indians there are four and twenty who are Preach- 
ers of the Word-of God, ard there are alſo fovr Engliſh Mi- 
niſters who Preach the Goſpel in the Indian Tongue, and 
there are many of the Indians Childien, who have learned by 
heart che Catechiſm ; either of that ſamous Divine Mr. Wl. 
Perkins, or that put forth by the Aſſembly of Divines at We/ſt- 
minſtcr, and can in their own Mother- Tongue anſwer to all the 
queſtions in it. 

Thus Sir | haveendeavoured to gratifie your requeſt with as 
much Brevity as the Subje&t will admit, and exceeding the 
Bounds of a Letter, am forced to be ſo prolix, and the rather 
for that moſt of what | have written 1s upon my own knowledge, 
Truth (and the reſt undeniable fat) though not the twentieth 
Part of the Truths might be ſaid of the Almighty's moſt won- 
derſul bleſſing and proſpering New England, and his Goſpel 
among the Heathen there, which to me looks like the Begin- 
nings of the fulfilling thoſe many Prophecies in Holy Writ con- 
cerning them. | 

And after all this, I cannot but admire there ſhould be (as 
you ſay there is) any Man in England, who owns but even the 
bare name of a Proteſtant, at ſuch a time as this, when God 
ſeems to have begun the Reformation of the whole World, ard 
eminently to appear for the True Reformed Religion, ſhculd be 
an Enemy unto ſuch a People as are in New England, and their 
Diſcipline, as to the Religious Worſhip : When as to all know- 
ing and unprejudiced perſons, its conſonant to the praCtice of 
the Primitive Church, and of the Reformed Churches throvg h- 
- out the Worla: Which one would think ſhould not find an 
Enemy among any ſort of Chriſtians, but thoſe called Papiſts, 
or elſe among ſuch, as Papiſt like can give up their Religion , 
Rights, Liberties, and Properties, nay, their very Senles to the 
conduct of their Fellow Creatures. | 
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Books lately Printed for R. Baldwin. | 


HE Hiſtory of the moſt IIlluftrious pVilliam, Prince of Orange : deduc'd 
from the firk Founders of the Ancient Houſe of Nefau: Together 
with the moſt G@nfiderable Ations of this Preſent Prince. 

Fourteen Papers, Viz. 1. A Latter from# Gentleman in lrelanJ, to bis Fri nd 
in London, upon occafion of a Pamplet, Entitled, A Vindication of the preſent 
Goverament of /reland, under his Excellency Richard Earl of Tyrconnel. 2. 4 
Zener from a Freebolder, 10 the reſt of the Freebolders of England, and all Others, 
who bave Pores in the Choice of Parliament Am. 73. An Enquiry into the Reaſons 
for Abrogating the Tcit impoſed on all MemS*"=s of Parliament. Offered by S. Ox. 
4 RefleAions on @ late Pampbler, Entituled, Parlimentum Pacificum, Licenſed by 
the Earl of Sunderland, and printed at London in March 1688. 5. A L-trer 10 
4 Diſener, upon cecaſion of bs Majeſt ies Gracious D:claration of Indul jence. 6. The 
Anatomy of an Equivalent. q. A Letter {rom a Clerty-man in the City, to his Friznd 
in the Couniry, containing bu Reaſons fer not readins the Dechraticn, 8. An An- 
ſwer to the City Miniſter's Letter, frem bis Country Friend. 9g. A Letter t0 4 D'ſ- 
ſenter from bis Friend at the Hague, concerning the Penal 1 aws, and the Teft ;; 
ſbewing, thas the Popular Ples for Liberty of Conſcience, is not concerned in that 
Queſtion. 10. A plain Account of the Perſecution laid ro the Charge of the Church 
of England. 11. Avty and other Church-lands, not Afured 19 ſuch Poſ-ſrs as 
are Roman Catholicks ; Ded:cared to the- Nobility and Gentry of gþat Religion. 
12. The King's Power in Ecoleiaftical matters truly State4, 12. 4 Letter of [-- 
verel French Miniſters fled into Germany upon the account of the Perſecution in 
France, 0 ſuch of their Brethren in England 4s approved the King's Declaration 
touching Liberty of Conſcience, Trar flared from the Original in French, 14, Po- 
piſb Treatiſe not to te Felydon: Ina; tier from a Gentleman at York, to b« Friend 
- the Prince of Orange's Camp: Addreſſed to all Members of the next Par- 
iament. 

The VVay to Peace amongſt all. Proteſtants: Feing a [Letter of Recon- 
ciliation ſent by Biſhop Ridley to Biſhop Hooper, with ſome Obſcryations upon 
it, By Samuel Fobn/on. 

Purgatory prov d by Mirac'-: + Collefted out of Roman Catho'ick Au- 
thors. V Vith ſome remarkable Hiſtories relating to Eritiſh, engliſh and Iriſh 
Saints. VVith a Preface concernin: Miracles By S. Fehrſon. 

_ An Hiſtorical Relation of ſeveral Great and Learned t omaniſts who did 
imbrace the Pro:eftant Peligion, with their Reaſons for their Change de- 
liverd in their ow1 words Col'efted chiefly from moſt eminent Hiſtorians 
of the Roman Perſwafion, To which is a41cd, a Catalogne of ſundry great 
Perſons of the Roman « atholick Relig.on, who have all along oppos'd the Te- 
nets of the Church of Kome. 

The 


A Catalogue of "Books, &c. 

ernment. . . 2...Proteftant Religions ..3...The Papiſts, _4, Forgign Aﬀairs, 
By the Honourable Sir W. Covenrry. ” 6 

A Seaſonable Diſcourſe, ſhewing the Unreaſonableneſs and Miſchiefs of 

Impoſitions in-Matters of R=ligion, recommended -to ſerious: Conſideration. 

By Mr. Avdr. Marvel, a tte Member of the *Honourable Houſe of Com- 


mons. 
The Revolter- A Trage-Comedy afted between the Hing'and Panter, and 
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he Abſolute Neceffity uf Standing by the Preſent Goternment'> org-a 
' View of what both Church-men an& Diſſenters muſt Expett, if by their 
Unhappy Diviſions Popery.and Tyranny-ſhould ceturn again. _ - 
An -Impartial Relation of the Illegal Proceedings againſt St. Mary 
Magdalen Culledge in Oxon, in the Year of our Lord 1647, containing only 
; Matters: of \Faft as they occurred, - ColleQed -by a Fellow af the faid 
d $0 


Colledge. 


